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FROM THE 1839 CADASTRE TO THE 1417 LAND BOOK

About the method of the reconstruction of the spatial structure
of the Old Town of Elblag in the Middle Ages

by Roman Czaja

1. The subject of research

The Elblag settlement system in the Middle Ages consisted of three elements: the cas-
tle of the Teutonic Order and the Old Town of Elblag set up in 1237 as well as the
New Town of Elblag established by the Teutonic Order in the 1340s (Fig. 1)." The Old
Town of Elblag belonged to the biggest towns in the Teutonic state in Prussia. The
sea trade within Hansa constituted the base of its economic development. In the 15%
century the Elblag settlement system included 10,000 inhabitants. The spatial scope
of research presented here concerns the Old Town and its suburbs.

2. The method of reconstruction of the spatial system of the Old Town of Elblag

The starting point for the reconstruction of the spatial system of the Old Town El-
blag was the cadastral map made in the years 1839/40 as commissioned by the lo-
cal authorities.* The spreadsheets of compact building structures were made in scale
1: 500 (Fig. 2), while the remaining part of the territory was presented in 1: 1000. It
is the first map of the town based on geodesy surveys. The map was published as a
part of “The historical atlas of Polish towns” in two versions. The white-and-black

' Roman Czaja, Socjotopografia miasta Elblaga w sredniowieczu [The social topography of Elblag in
the Middle Ages], Torun 1992, pp. 18—24; Tadeusz Nawrorski, Gebiude und topographische Struk-
turen des 13. und 14. Jahrhunderts in Elblag, in: LibSAK 20 (1990), p. 159; Antoni Kasinowski, Ein
Blick auf die mittelalterliche Raumdisposition von Elblag und ihre Realisierung: Stadt — Baukom-
plex — Bauparzelle, in: Archaeologia Elblagensis 1, ed. by Antoni CzacHarowski/Tadeusz NawroL-
skI, Gdansk 1992, pp. 67-78; Karl Hauke/Horst StoBsE, Die Baugeschichte und die Baudenkmaler
der Stadt Elblag, Stuttgart 1964, p. 18.

* Archiwum Panstwowe w Gdansku (APGd.) [State Archive Gdansk], V/65, no. 888 “Flurkarten der
Stadt Elblag”.
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map was printed in scale 1: 5000; the coloured version in scale 1 : 2500.} The most sub-
stantial problem in the reconstruction of the medieval urban system was combining
the numbers of land parcels on the cadastral map with the names of owners of plots

Fig. 1: Elbing. The map by Heinrich Thome 1626 -
Source: Kungliga Krigsarkivet, Stockholm, Handritade kartverk 12, fol. 6

recorded in the 1417 land book, which included all estates within the walls (Fig. 3).*
The problem was solved later thanks to a series of meadow books. In 1421 munici-
pal meadows were divided in the Old Town of Elblag (Fig. 4). By means of drawing,
three pieces of meadow located in different parts of Elblag land were joined to ev-
ery plot situated within the city walls. Every piece of meadow belonging to a given
land parcel was granted a certain number code which did not change until the end of
the 18" century. The last meadow book from the 1790s included the list of plots with

3 Atlas historyczny miast polskich [Historical Atlas of Polish Towns], vol.I: Prusy Krélewskie i
Warmia, hg. v. Antoni CzacHarROWsKI, fasc. 1: Elblag, author: Roman Czaja, cartography: Zenon

Koziet, Torun 1993, no. 1, 2.
4 APGd., 369,1/117.
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Fig. 2: Elbing 1839-1840. The spreadsheet of the cadastral map

Source: Archrwum Panstwowe w Gdansku [Staatsarchiv Danzig], Sign. V/65, 800

numbers of meadows — the same as in 1421 and the ordinal numbers of land parcels
(Servisnummer).’ The list of the owners of land parcels, made a few years before, in-
cluded the concord of the ordinal numbers (Servisnummer) with the mortgage num-
bers (Hypothekennummer) (Fig. 5),° which were put on the map created in 1806 and
on the cadastral map. Owing to the meadows’ numbers it is possible to combine the
1839/40 map with the meadow book from 1421 and the land book, which was made
in 1417 and included identical surnames.

) Ebd., 169,1/126, 127, 128, 1372.
6 Ebd., 369,1/3c02.
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Fig. 3: Elblag Old Town. The land book (Grundbuch) from 1417

Source: Archiwum Padstwowe w Gdansku [Staatsarchiv Danzig], Sign. 369,1/118
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From the 1839 cadastre to the 1417 land book

Fig. 4: Elblag Old Town. The meadow book from 1421

Source: Archiwum Panstwowe w Gdansku [Staatsarchiv Danzig), Sign. 369,1/126
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Fig. 5: Elblag Old Town. List of landowners with ordinal and mortgage numbers
(Servis-/ Hypothekennummer) from about 1790
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Fig. 6: Map of Elblag by Israel Hoppe 1642 (fragment)

Source: Archiwum Panstwowe w Gdansku [Staatsarchiv Danzig], Sign. V/65, 22

3. Other cartographical sources used to reconstruct the layout
of land parcels in the Middle Ages

The retrogressive method required using the cartographical sources from the 17" and

18'" century. The oldest map of the town made around 1626 by a Swedish engineer
Heinrich Thome is of great value in the reconstruction of the spatml system of sub-
urbs, because it shows the system before the construction of fortifications (Fig. 1).
It is very useful to compare this map with another map made by the same person
in 1635, which was created after the construction of fortifications.” Both maps made

7 Kungliga Krigsarkivet Stockholm, Handritade kartverk, 12 fol. 4, 6; Gerhard E1MER, Die Stadtplanung
im schwedischen Ostseereich 1600-1715, Stockholm 1961, p. 13; Ludvig W. MunTHE, Kungliga forti-
fikationens historia, Stockholm 1902, no. 17.
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by Heinrich Thome include a simplified picture of the Old Town of Elblag as they
present only the network of streets omitting the division of building blocks into plots.
The 1642 map by Israel Hoppe (copperplate engraving) includes pictures of build-
ings, but it is impossible to reconstruct the borders of plots with this map (Fig. 6)."
Another drawback of the map is that the number of buildings shown on the map
only partly corresponds to the real number of houses. In some streets some build-
ings were omitted, for instance the eastern part of Wasserstrafle or the southern part
of Alter Markt between Fischerstrafle and Spieringstrafie (Fig. 7). Supposedly, the in-
tention of the Author of the map was to show the type and general picture of urban
buildings, but not real divisions of the urban space. The appearance of some public
buildings like the town hall, the parish church, the church of Virgin Mary, the hos-
pital of Holy Spirit was reflected on the map quite accurately. Other constructions
faithfully presented on the map are for example front entrance terraces (Beischlag) or
a ridge building next to the parish church. The map of Christian Kretschmer from
1709 is even less accurate than the map made by Israel Hoppe.” The divisions of the
urban space presented there have nothing to do with the reality. The first map to show
the number and boundaries of land parcels is Manteuffel’s map made in 1806/10 on
the ground of the Friederici’s map from 1785 (Fig. 8)."° The map reflects also a varied
width of plots. There appear certain simplifications in presenting boundaries between
land parcels.

To recapitulate the above-presented characteristics of cartographical sources it
can be concluded that existing maps from the 17" and 1 8™ century cannot serve as
a basis to analyse changes in the structure of land parcels of the Old Town of Elblag.
More information on the subject can be found in meadow books or the land book,
where the facts of combining or dividing land parcels were recorded. It can be con-
cluded that between the 16 century and the end of 18" century there were no signif-
icant changes in the functional structure of the Old Town. As a result of the process
of combining land parcels and removing small houses next to walls and gates, which
started in the 15" century, the number of dwellings decreased from 658 in 1417-1421
to 583 in 1839."

The cadastral map helps to reconstruct the spatial system of the Old Town of El-
blag at the beginning of the 15 century accurately but the boundaries of plots are
not so clear. However, in Elblag in the second half of the 14™ century the majority of
brick neighbour walls was erected (the so-called “fire walls”).”* They cemented the

8 APGd., V/65, no. 22; Atlas historyczny miast polskich (see note 3), no. 9.
9 APGd., V/65, no. 28; Atlas historyczny miast polskich (see note 3), no. 10,

19 APGd., V/6s, no.7; Winfried Briss, Zwei Karten von Elblag aus der Zeit um 1800, in: Elblag
1237-1987, ed. by Bernhart JArn16/Hans-Jiirgen ScHucH (Quellen und Darstellungen zur Geschichte
Westpreufiens 25), Miinster 1991, pp. 281-282.

11 Roman Czaja, Anmerkungen zur Sozialtopographie der Stadt Elblag im Spatmirtelalter und in der
Frithen Neuzeit, in: Kulturgeschichte Preuflens koniglich polnischen Anteils in der Frithen Neuzeit,
ed. by Sabine BEckmanN/Klaus GarBER, Tiibingen 2005, p. 81.

12 Grazyna Nawrorska, Domestic Architecture in Elblag, in: Der Hausbau, ed. by Manfred GLAsER
(Liibecker Kolloquium zur Stadtarchiologie im Hanseraum 3), Liibeck 2001, pp. 475-481; Roman
Czaja, Entwicklung des biirgerlichen Backsteinbaus in der Altstadt Elblag in der 1. Hilfte des 14. Jahr-
hunderts nach historischen Quellen, in: Archaeologia Elblagensis (see note 1), pp. 82-85.
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Fig. 7: The map from 1642 (left) and the cadastral map from 1839/40 (right)

A — Wasserstrafle, B — Alter Markt
Source: Archiwum Panstwowe w Gdansku [Staatsarchiv Danzig], Sign. V/65, 22; CzacHAROWSKI (ed.),

Atlas historyezny miast polskich, IV,1: Elblag (see note 3), map 1
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boundaries between land parcels. The comparison of the foundations discovered in
the archeological research with the cadastral map show significant similarities of the
land plots’ boundaries.”* The Old Town was destroyed during the Second World War,
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Fig. 8: The map of Elblag 1806-1810 by Friederici/Manteuffel (fragment)

Source: Archiwum Paristwowe w Gdansku [Staatsarchiv Danzig], Sign. V/65, 25

in 1945 and in the first years after the war. The area of the medieval town remained
uninhabited until the 1970s, which allowed carrying out extensive archeological re-
search in the 1980s."* More noticeable changes took place only within the town hall
area — after the fire of the town hall in 1788 new plots were created and dwellings were

erected."’

'3 Grazyna NawroLska, Poczatki Elblaga w $wietle zrédet archeologicznych [The Beginnings of Elblag

in the Light of the Archaeological Evidence], Elblag 2012, p. 97; Czaja, Socjotopografia (see note 1),
L Eg

[4 'Fl)"adeusz NawroLskl, Probleme archiologischer Untersuchungen der Altstadt in Elblag, in:
CzacHArROWSKI/NAWROLSKI (eds.), Archaeologia (s. note 1), pp. 45—49; Maria LuBocka-HOFFMANN,
The Old Town in Elblag — Research and Purpose, in: ebd., pp. 35-38; Wiestaw ANDERs, Probleme
der Stadtplanung beim Wiederaufbau der Altstadt in Elblag, in: 75 Jahre Historische Kommission tiir
Ost- und Westpreuflische Landesforschung: Forschungsriickblick und Forschungswiinsche, ed. by
Bernhardt J[AuNIG, Lineburg, 1999, pp. 381—404.

15 Roman Czaja, Nowy Rynek w Elblagu. Przyczynek do historii przemian urbanistycznych w mias-
tach pruskich w drugiej potowie XVIII w. [The New Market in Elblag. Contribution to the town-
planning in the Prussian Towns in the second half of the 18 century], in: Kwartalnik Historn Kul-

tury Materialnej 41, 2 (1993), pp. 321-326.
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4. The reconstruction of the spatial layout of suburbs

The reconstruction of the spatial layout of the Old Town of Elblag’s suburbs is much
more difficult. Estates in the suburbs did not possess meadows. There survived only
a record of owners of suburban houses from the 1420s, on the basis of which we can
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Fig. 9: The location of buildings and plots in Elbing’s suburbs.
The map by Friederici/Manteuffel 1785-1806 (left) and the cadastral map 1839-1840 (right)

Source: Archiwum Panstwowe w Gdansku [Staatsarchiv Danzig], Sign. V/65, 25;
CzacHarowski (ed.), Atlas historyczny miast polskich, IV,1: Elblag (see note 3), map

define their number."® The development of settlement and the construction of fortifi-
cations (1626-1635) led to drastic spatial changes, which involved an increasing num-
ber of estates. Using the retrogressive method it is impossible to join houses shown
on the 1839 cadastral map with the names of their owners at the beginning of the
15" century. As far as the structure of buildings and the boundaries of land parcels
in the suburbs are concerned, the cadastral map shares common elements only with
the map of Friederici/Manteuffel 1785/1806."7 The comparison of the content of the

16 APGd., 369,1/1929, 1931.
17 APGd., V/65, no. 25; Atlas historyczny miast polskich (see note 3), no. 11; BLiss, Zwei Karten (see note

10), pp. 283-294.
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maps both in the high-density housing area (between Exerzierplatz and the Elblag
river) (Fig. 9) and in the area of gardens and fields demonstrates certain similarities
in the shape and location of buildings. However, differences resulting from dividing
and combining estates prevail. The location of buildings and the boundaries of land
parcels shown on older maps have little to do with reality. Even two maps made by
Heinrich Thome show significant differences.

The network of streets in the suburbs did not change substantially. New fortifi-
cations erected by the Swedish (1626-1635) combined the Old Town and the New
Town into one defence system. Nevertheless, the network of streets and buildings in
each unit remained unchanged. The project to arrange the scattered settlement in the
suburbs and to integrate it with the New Town, prepared during the construction of
the fortifications, was never carried out. Demolishing medieval walls (after 1772) and
the construction of the New Market (1773-1788) on the site of the former suburbs
brought about many more significant changes to the system of streets.



